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The HarperCollins Bible Dictionary puts the latest and most comprehensive biblical scholarship at

your fingertips. Here is everything you need to know to fully understand the Old Testament, the

Apocrypha, and the New Testament. An unparalleled resource, The HarperCollins Bible Dictionary

explains every aspect of the Bible, including biblical archaeology, culture, related writings such as

the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Bibleâ€˜s influence on Western civilization, biblical history, theological

concepts, modern biblical interpretations, flora nad fauna, climate and environment, crafts and

industry, the content of individual books of the bible, and more.  The HarperCollins Bible Dictionary

features: â€¢ Contributions by 193 noted experts on the Bible and the ancient Near East  â€¢ More

than 3700 entries covering the Bible from A to Z  â€¢ Outlines for each book of the Bible  â€¢ 590

blackâ€“andâ€“white photographs  â€¢ 53 color photographs  â€¢ An updated pronunciation guide 

â€¢ 72 blackâ€“andâ€“white maps  â€¢ 18 color maps  â€¢ Dozens of drawings, diagrams, and tables
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The HarperCollins Bible Dictionary is a fantastic go-to resource for anyone who has a need to learn

more about a Biblical word, term, idea, concept, place, person, or topic of interest. Other Bible

dictionaries exist, but most fall short of this volume. Why? Because this text breaks through the

constraints of a term and definition based dictionary and dives into history, sociology, politics,

Biblical interpretation (while also providing context, mission, purpose and analysis of all of the

Bibleâ€™s books), archaeology and culture, just to give a few examples. The book covers both

Testaments and the Apocrypha.It goes without saying that this is not the type of book that one tends



to read cover to cover (I certainly didnâ€™t) so my honest review stems from how useful the

dictionary has proven to be as a reference. My only critique is that some terms are given much less

attention and space than others, so if youâ€™re looking for a mind-blowing insight on that arcane

term mentioned only once, you may leave feeling unfulfilled. On the other hand, it only makes

perfect sense that, for example, â€œThe Templeâ€• gets several pages while â€œTishbeâ€• gets only

a short paragraph.Potential buyers should keep in mind that the â€œnew and updatedâ€• 2011

edition of HarperCollins Bible Dictionary actually contains less information than this version (1996).

The former book is also about 100 pages shorter and omits several helpful articles on topics that

arenâ€™t really â€œtermsâ€• but derived concepts. Example includes the sociology of both

testaments and the field of Biblical criticism.
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